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The Effects of Modes of Word Presentation on Retention of
Word Meanings in EFL Vocabulary Learning

Cui Min

School of Foreign Studies, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan

Abstract: The study is based on some theories in psycholinguistics, such as Schema Theory by Rumelhart and

Attention Theory by Schimdt. The research question of this study was specified as the following: for the learning

of foreign language target words, which modes of word presentation - discourse mode, audio-visual mode, or

word list, can produce better memory for word meaning in the immediate and delayed vocabulary retention

tests? The results showed the three modes of word presentation produce no different effects in the immediate

vocabulary retention test, but learning words in both discourse mode and audio-visual mode was significantly

superior to that in isolated word list in four-week delayed vocabulary retention test. Besides,The study reveals

that the two modes of word presentation, namely discourse mode and audio-visual mode have no significantly

different effects in both immediate and delayed vocabulary retention test.

Key words: Mode of word presentation; Discourse mode; Audio-visual mode; Word list; Retention of word

meaning
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