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Bonded to the Seed, As It Is
—The Symbol and Interpretation of Tree Image

Fang Jie

Oriental Academy for Analytical Psychology, Guangzhou

Abstract: The archetypal image of tree is one of the important archetypal images in Jung’s analytical
psychology. Jung absorbed a large number of materials from Western and Eastern cultures in his works,
and discussed the Self and the Individuation contained in the image of tree. Starting from the visitor’s
dream and active imagination about the tree, this paper interprets the image of the tree and the symbolic
meaning of its changes in the dream through the seven steps of alchemy through the amplification
technique, and demonstrates the growth process of the longitudinal development of the Self symbolized
by the image of the tree with a practical case.

Key words: Dream; Amplification; Tree image; Alchemy; The self
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