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Application of Socio-semiotic Approach to the English

Version of Romance of Western Bower of the Xus
Zhang Jingjing
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Abstract: Romance of Western Bower by Wang Shifu was belled as the “greatest
masterpiece in the world” and occupies an important position in the history of
Chinese literature. The translation method of social semiotics plays a guiding role in
the understanding and expression of meaning. It’s an effective and practical approach
to translation, and has a significance role in guiding the study of English translation
of literary works. This paper will use the tree principles of social semiotic to evaluate
and analyze the translation of Xu Yuanchong in the book of Romance of Western
Bower, and select the translation examples in the book to discuss how Xu Yuanchong
reproduced the designative meaning, linguistic meaning and pragmatic meaning
contained in the cultural content of the original text by using the translation method
of social symbols. It is hoped that the analysis of this paper will provide translators
with more references on translation strategies, so that the Chinese classical culture can
be better spread in the worldwide.
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3 (EMic) PHEFSEFENAEEH

3.1 #IBFREN (Designative meaning )

FEPRE ORI B VTR I A L, EH F bR b B B, (IR
RE S, W AITHATIEF PR T Rk A E L 6| o — I T, &%
& R R R RE IS ) K 5 S0 BOFE PR SCRIPR IR, AHEL S & N = ORI
FHESC, PR SR AT AR AR R A

Bl —: VEIEETCHIN, 24 R U2,

VFi% . During his life he was just and upright;

After his death he left no heritage.

M5 LA R Jok e RAMER? Bk R4 RERMT 2k, kAT
SRR AR M B2 AW, R LR R AT, A
SRAHACHIEE, ACR—EN NIEE . NEERR. PIHEX, 24—
R CBAT IR BAR AT Ry sk A AR R (I TE], R e &
" PER After his death, W2 “ZuL” Frdg BOm LRI, 50K K
IR PR E SCRIE Ok . R BN E S H4E, skAEDL A
B AR E TG AR, P AR s ek O A YRR,
MHBEAAFE Ry “mr. ME” , el 287 — im0 left no
heritage, ANCKHZIRII 8 PR HEF 9L 5 1k, 0™ B T 5k AR SO RIE i
TCRARY A% o

= WERUIVE, MBI ER, FRUIE SR,

YF 1. Having studied hard in summer as in winter, I have acquired a deep
knowledge of literature.

WAL, 2 H RIS, Bk MR ER 1, MR HATE, DA
THOG, BFE, FE AL “REERT AN s, VEIRmr R
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SR T R M CFHR FTEMZET, in summer Flin winter, HER YK
PR PR L, A Having studied hard W85 35 FH & %0, B30 H 9K
A BRI SR ARG Pl SCEET S TR SO R TR ROR A S, T A Y
CSCE” IFARRERARMSCE, MPEARRA IS R AR S 2N VRIR R S
PEN a deep knowledge of literature, YEBIYHELFE T IHIES T “SCR” MFEFRE L.
PESCHYALFRAEAS H (IR A8 T SR R SR G B SR, St
KPS R X

3.2 =ARENX (linguistic meaning)

BN SURBAETE . I ARE R R L, RIETE . WL, A
PRI B 2 [ A B OGHRRT R, DT AERE A b R B R A) - B SO R SR
FIERR L KRN, 1 R R AR & R Er WAk oo i ki R R ).
RS I E AT D IR I MG —HOMALSE; AR ERIRE A G CR .
HeLb . BIRSE; REA AR Bogn e HERfE A | R SE . BRI =
VFUR b 58 A S5 R o b BT RS 75 PN R SC L AR X IO A L L 2 S SR
Jige, BARZ A BT, EEONER, VRN R AP E N L
E A A B TR (AR FRAT 2% S A 2

il — FNRDEE SR, WSS, Sl SR LI

YFi%: The birds which were asleep fly up with fluttering wing,

And moonlight plays with shadows of the shivering tree,

Shower by shower fall red blossoms of late spring.

JE S = AR R A A A T CEb R CERER S R “EL4r 4y =
B, RSB TIE S S, NSRRI LR S R, DUE R
BRI, VIR R e AR ARSI Wb s A T S A TR SRR B T M2 Y
R, SRIBUM ] 09 25 1 K 8 2508 T /h) 2 TR A= 3l b 3 3k 1 B A i 9 9 R
B, FERRAZ A LISE, SEMETEH E ARG, MU MRS S
BAE R SCI A b, RSO RI Y 22 T8 . Sl B T R 2 T B I &
Heffimprh B sc ks, M5 8. 330 Fluttering. shivering #l spring '
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AT B o VFUR P e A BRPE ST, AR T IR R T2 S F N X
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Bl = BHIRER, HEK%ZiE,

VFiEE: 1look toward the sky:

The sun seems nears than the capital to the eye.

A FE IR R B, RIBATE, KZE, KA A KBHARZR .
BHMIEKRHLE, FHRLE L, AR E (0 CE - L) ) .
P A A A ) Eh 48 2 5 0 SR BT 44 AR ME . N7 R TR A B R SRR
GG R, HAEEM KR, BEARRKZ, K4 ERE, 7 (7]
AL UL ST F HAEE Tk “HIERKZE” . “HiE” 5 “K&im”
FERCAT EL, ZEli A3 H 5K A AR TR R e B e 4 . e VR i Se A i 2R S
e e R S = i B S L B /8 T A Iy Q4 .0 e w11} 2 9 LU E A K = T IS N1 4
AT R SRR A Rk ok .

= XHZIERE, M ERK,

VFi% . Is this a paradise or a sorrowless sphere?

“HRET CBIRKY YOhEEAE . BEIRRMEANE =T S ERA,
ISR E MR R AT 2 (P iEic ) ok FBE =T =HERKHRE
B, “HRRT BN CHWMWET . WA m: ST ERER, B RES;
DO Db, ARG SR . PR e AR g w R, AR Y A A SR
Zro SRAEMETIE I X RIERE T, BT RK A ST E )
WAH LB b 7, BB R, SR AR WO KR, TS — A SR TR,

B OCRAE AT B R T, R R IR K AR A AR R /INGE R B R DT AN
AR Z . HAEVFR S RS0, SO Bk “JERE” M OCE
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MR, RIS PN a paradise or a sorrowless sphere, X /) H
FEAALE T 5K A ) P 88 A W 2, T It 3 B Y A PR S L
AT E R AT R Z 0 o ARV IR ph e e A DOR CHEARET R CERRT
A S SO RSO P A B T e B PRI, R R R B0 R IA Ok . R
AR E N B SRR I B D RES 15 BIAR G B R 76

3.2 1BAENX (Pragmatic meaning)

HHE RN EE S S SIE S S HENCR, RAWZIEFTH X
NS, BISEE ATEWT 35 25 BR A% BE 030 Bl DL N BE 716 5 1 s s 1B T 8 &
FRE R, XESCRFEAFFUUT FA: (1) RIEE L. F8NRHETERE
ARy P AR | BT ORBOR 1 57 LA eSS PR A RS (2) Rk L
B F A RIAVGE ARG,  (3) #MZE X 8BS/ 5 hrat f s
R APROCR I —FAFERINRE;  (4) AR . F8 IR SR IGR AR
A SR ER;  (5) BREEX. ERINEEREX FMEX, RESH
SR IR H A P A RAE

Bil—: INTRRSLEET , MAREAL, RECSRAXS AL,

VF1%: 1 should remain standing before you as prescribed by the rite. How could I
presume to site down in you presence?

AT A CPERIE ) 5 A YT RS, AT TR R R A Y
RS E R FVHIRIW S o ERETTAART, ARk A s H B, ol AR DU HH I S iR
SEATXF AR A O NFT, ERREEE RS RN, AR
S, BEHA R VRN B /N7 B L IR, BEAH RN
— IR, R TIREM RIS, (B M ARREL” A CESECT iR A
PEITWDTRAN T IR . FEEE 2 BRI RS B, TARASO— A Bk, M 2EEE,
VIR B Ryt 2 b, i gk AR X B BRI, should, how could I presume to 13
A= B bR KA TG AR BE Y (B R B A A 12 ST o A M A 8
J SR R T S
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Bl —: FEI RN, TR/ NEAEEOR

VFi%: 1 shall tell my mother so that she may give you, little imp, a good thrashing
on the bottom.

NATHEFEAT N BR B AE I 230 F B3 By 35 vk 2 R IR A5 X0 Jr . S8
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A, IR IR A, T 5 TR A R E R AT, T X S
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(AT, (L Qi R s dok s A5 B A SRR O IR, 2B L ZDIRBUR, 5
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N7 PR little imp 7ERG AL, FE4r ALk RS 5 BTH T 5L,
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